
Mordechai and the Son of David: A Messianic Look at Purim
Texts

1. Please read Megillat Esther in preparation and bring a copy with you.

2. Megillah 9:28

 םירִוּפּהַ ימֵיוִ ריעִוָ ריעִוְ הָנידִמְוּ הָנידִמְ החָפָּשְׁמִוּ החָפָּשְׁמִ רוֹדוָ רוֹדּ־לכׇבְּ םישִׂעֲַנוְ םירִכְָּזִנ הלֶּאֵהָ םימִָיּהַוְ
         }ס{ ׃םעָרְַזּמִ ףוּסָי־אלֹ םרָכְִזוְ םידִוּהְיּהַ ךְוֹתּמִ וּרבְעַַי אלֹ הלֶּאֵהָ

Consequently, these days are recalled and observed in every generation: by every family, every 
province, and every city. And these days of Purim shall never cease among the Jews, and the 
memory of them shall never perish among their descendants.

3. Midrash Mishlei 9:1

 םש הז - הז יאו ,אבה םלועבו הזה םלועב ןחלוש הל הכרעש - "הנחלוש הכרע ףא" :והבא יבר רמא
 םילטב םניא םירופה ימיו ,םילטב םידיתע םידעומה לכש ,אבה םלועבו הזה םלועב הל התנקש בוט
."םידוהיה ךותמ ורבעי אל הלאה םירופה ימיו" :)חכ ט רתסא( רמאנש ,םלועל

She even prepared her table that she set herself up a table in this world and in the world to 
come. And what is that? That is the good name that she acquired in this world and in the world to 
come; since all of the holidays are to be nullified in the future but the days of Purim will not be 
nullified, as it is stated (Esther 9:28), 'And these days of Purim will not be rescinded from the 
Jews.'"

4. Rambam Hilchot Megillah 2:18
 תמֶֶיּקַ איהִ ירֵהֲוַ רתֵּסְאֶ תלִַּגמְּמִ ץוּח חַישִׁמָּהַ תוֹמילִ לטֵבָּלִ ןידִיתִעֲ םיבִוּתכְּהַ לכָוְ םיאִיבְִנּהַ ירֵפְסִ לכָּ
 תוֹרצָּהַ ןוֹרכְִז לכָּשֶׁ יפִּ לעַ ףאַוְ .םלָוֹעלְ ןילִטֵבְּ ןָניאֵשֶׁ הפֶּ לעַבְּשֶׁ הרָוֹתּ לשֶׁ תוֹכלָהֲכַוְ הרָוֹתּ ישֵׁמְּחֻ השָּׁמִחֲכַּ
 וּלטְבִָּי אלֹ םירִוּפּהַ ימְֵי ."יִניעֵמֵ וּרתְּסְִנ יכִוְ תוֹנוֹשׁארִהָ תוֹרצָּהַ וּחכְּשְִׁנ יכִּ" )זט הס היעשי( רמַאֱֶנּשֶׁ לטַּבְֻי
 :"םעָרְַזּמִ ףוּסָי אלֹ םרָכְִזוְ םידִוּהְיּהַ ךְוֹתּמִ וּרבְעַַי אלֹ הלֶּאֵהָ םירִוּפּהַ ימֵיוִ" )חכ ט רתסא( רמַאֱֶנּשֶׁ

All the books of the Prophets and all the Holy Writings will be nullified in the Messianic era, 
with the exception of the Book of Esther. It will continue to exist, as will the five books of the 
Torah and the halachot of the Oral Law, which will never be nullified.
Although all memories of the difficulties endured by our people will be nullified, as Isaiah 65:16 
states: "For the former difficulties will be forgotten and for they will be hidden from My eye," 
the celebration of the days of Purim will not be nullified, as Esther 9:28 states: "And these days 
of Purim will not pass from among the Jews, nor will their remembrance cease from their seed."



5. Shabbat 88a
 תאֶ םהֶילֵעֲ אוּה ךְוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ הפָכָּשֶׁ דמֵּלַמְ :אסָּחַ רבַּ אמָחָ רבַּ ימִידִּבְאַ ברַ רמַאָ ,״רהָהָ תיתִּחְתַבְּ וּבצְַּיתְִיּוַ״
 ברַ רמַאָ .םכֶתְרַוּבקְ אהֵתְּ םשָׁ — ואלָ םאִוְ ,בטָוּמ הרָוֹתּהַ םילִבְּקַמְ םתֶּאַ םאִ :םהֶלָ רמַאָוְ ,תיִגיִגכְּ רהָהָ
 ,שׁוֹרוֵשְׁחַאֲ ימֵיבִּ הָוּלבְּקַ רוּדהֲ ןכֵ יפִּ לעַ ףאַ :אבָרָ רמַאָ .אתָיְירָוֹאלְ הבָּרַ אעָדָוֹמ ןאכָּמִ :בֹקעֲַי רבַּ אחָאַ
 .רבָכְּ וּלבְּיקִּשֶּׁ המַ וּמיְיּקִ — ״םידִוּהְיּהַ וּלבְּקִוְ וּמְיּקִ״ :ביתִכְדִּ

he Gemara cites additional homiletic interpretations on the topic of the revelation at Sinai. The 
Torah says, “And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet God; and they stood 
at the lowermost part of the mount” (Exodus 19:17). Rabbi Avdimi bar Ḥama bar Ḥasa 
said: the Jewish people actually stood beneath the mountain, and the verse teaches that the 
Holy One, Blessed be He, overturned the mountain above the Jews like a tub, and said to 
them: If you accept the Torah, excellent, and if not, there will be your burial. Rav Aḥa bar 
Ya’akov said: From here there is a substantial caveat to the obligation to fulfill the Torah. 
The Jewish people can claim that they were coerced into accepting the Torah, and it is therefore 
not binding. Rava said: Even so, they again accepted it willingly in the time of Ahasuerus, as 
it is written: “The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon all such 
as joined themselves unto them” (Esther 9:27), and he taught: The Jews ordained what they 
had already taken upon themselves through coercion at Sinai.


